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FIG. 47: BUILDINGS AT LEEUHOEK 
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RIETFONTEIN 

Rietfontein is located on the Erf Leuwe Kop 120. The SGD are not currently 

available online. The farm consists of a main farmhouse, with a shed and large 

stone walled kraal, with the farm labourers houses ~90m to the west (fig. 48). 

Some of the buildings are in the same architectural style as at Winterhoek, while 

others appear to be more recent. The buildings are surrounded by blue gum 

trees, of which some form a windbreak and a field boundary marker. Some of the 

buildings are older than 60 years in age. 

 

Significance: The buildings will need to be assessed by an architect historian 

for its full significance. 

Mitigation: The buildings are currently not effected. The access road cannot 

affect the buildings if it is placed here. Areas around the some of the buildings 

have potential historical archaeological deposit and may need to be monitored if 

affected by servitudes. 

 

SAHRA Rating 3B. 

 

FIG. 48: AERIAL VIEW OF RIETFONTEIN 
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UITSIG  

The farm is located on the Erf Uitzicht 3. The SGD maps are not available 

online for this farm, although it appears on the 1829 SGD diagrams on the 

adjacent farm. This is one of the first registered farms in the area. The farm 

complex occurs over an area ~500m x 150m wide, with a cemetery located 250m 

northeast of the main house. The farm complex consists of four areas with built 

structures. All built structures are form local sandstone. From east to west, they 

are (fig. 49): 

1. A shed and abutting kraal walls 

2. The original farmhouse with two mulberry trees at the front entrance. 

There has been additional walling added to the back part of the house. 

This building dates to 1853 ACE. 

3. Labourers’ houses and kraals 

4. Large kraal 

 

There are smaller features around these buildings, as well as many artefacts, 

dating from the 1850s onwards. Fig. 50 shows a brewery bottle observed near 

the main farmhouse. There are several boundary and fence markers on stone 

stelae (also referred to as pillars, obelisks and corners) in the area (fig. 51). Many 

of these have deep weathered grooves on the sides. The cemetery has a low 

stone wall around it (fig. 52). There are three graves, but only one has a 

headstone. The other two each have ‘capstones’ that are partially hidden by bush 

and sand. The headstone is very weathered. The name is Dorothea Regina van 

der Walt (this is the maiden or married surname), born in 1879, and died 22 

February (with illegible year date). 

 

Significance: The farm complex dates to 1853 and is in relative good 

condition, besides falling into ruin. The farm can give insight into early farming life 

in the area. The farm complex is thus of high significance.  

Mitigation: The area should not be affected. Stelae may be affected but need 

to be removed before construction and replaced in the same place thereafter by 

a heritage practitioner. 

SAHRA Rating: 3A 
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FIG. 49: ORIGINAL BUIDLINGS AT UITZICHT 
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FIG. 50:19th CENTURY BREWERY BOTTLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIG. 51: STELAE AT UTITZICHT 
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FIG. 52: CEMETERY AT UITSIG 
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WELTEVREDEN 

 

The farm is located on the Erf Uitzicht 3. The SGD maps are not available 

online for this farm, although it appears on the 1829 SGD diagrams on the 

adjacent farm. The farm consists of two main farmhouses, a shed, kraals and 

labourers’ houses (fig. 53). The original farmhouse is no longer in use, and a 20th 

century house has been built nearby. The main buildings appear to date to the 

19th century. The labourers’ houses are ~150m to the east of the main house. It 

appears that these have been in use up to the recent past. 

 

The existing track passes in front of the main shed. 

 

Significance: The buildings will need to be assessed by an architect historian 

for its full significance. The farmyard has potential historical archaeological 

significance for 19th century farm life. 

 

Mitigation: The buildings are currently not effected. The access road cannot 

affect the buildings if it is placed here. Areas around the some of the buildings 

have potential historical archaeological deposit and may need to be monitored if 

affected by servitudes. 

 

SAHRA Rating 3B. 
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FIG. 53: BUILDINGS AT WELTEVREDEN 
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WINTERHOEK 

 

The Farm Winterhoek is located on the Erf Winterhoek 118. The SGD 

indicates that the farm was first surveyed in 1827, where one morgen of garden 

ground is noted but no buildings (F258/1827; fig. 54). The farm was surveyed 

again in 1893 for an Annex. On the northern part of the farm (F393/1893; fig. 55). 

In 1922, the SGD survey notes (F217/1922; fig. 56) buildings on the farm in the 

same location where the existing buildings occur, and the garden ground from 

1827. The built structures on the farm thus predate 1929, and are automatically 

protected by the NHRA. 

 

The existing farm consists of a farmhouse, a shed, and some stone walling 

for kraals and farm labourers’ houses (fig. 57). The farm buildings are located 

near an existing track into the valley that goes towards Bergplaas. 

 

 

Significance: The buildings will need to be assessed by an architect historian 

for its full significance. The farmyard has potential historical archaeological 

significance for 19th century farm life. 

 

Mitigation: The buildings are currently not effected. The access road cannot 

affect the buildings if it is placed here. Areas around the some of the buildings 

have potential historical archaeological deposit and may need to be monitored if 

affected by servitudes. 

 

SAHRA Rating 3B. 
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FIG. 54: SGD DRAWING OF WINTERHOEK AT 1827 
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 FIG. 55: SCG DRAWING OF WINTERHOEK AT 1894 
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FIG. 56: SGD OF WINTERHOEK AT 1922 
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FIG. 57: SHED AND KRAAL WALLING AT WINTERHOEK  

 

WILGEFONTEIN 

 

Wilgefontein is located on the Erf Leuwe Kop 120. The SGD are not currently 

available online. The farm consists of a main farmhouse, with a shed and large 

stone walled kraal, with the farm labourers houses ~90m to the east. The 

farmhouse is in the same architectural style as at Winterhoek, and are thus 

probably of similar age (fig. 58). The buildings are surrounded by blue gum trees, 

of which some form a windbreak and a field boundary marker. 

 

Significance: The buildings will need to be assessed by an architect historian 

for its full significance. 

 

Mitigation: The buildings are currently not affected. The access road cannot 

affect the buildings if it is placed here. Areas around the some of the buildings 

have potential historical archaeological deposit and may need to be monitored if 

affected by servitudes. 

 

SAHRA Rating 3B. 
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FIG. 58: BUILDINGS AT WILGEFONTEIN 
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DRIEKOP 

 

Driekop is located on the Erf Klip Krands 60. The SGD are not currently 

available online. The farm consists of a main farmhouse, with a shed and large 

stone walled kraal, with the farm labourers houses ~120m to the west. The 

farmhouse is in the same architectural style as at Winterhoek, and is thus 

probably of similar age. The layout is shown in fig. 59. The farm buildings occur 

on the 1945 aerial photograph and thus it is protected. 

 

Significance: The buildings will need to be assessed by an architect historian 

for its full significance. 

Mitigation: The buildings are currently not effected. The access road cannot 

affect the buildings if it is placed here. Areas around the some of the buildings 

have potential historical archaeological deposit and may need to be monitored if 

affected by servitudes. 

SAHRA Rating 3B. 

 

FIG. 59: LAYOUT OF DRIEKOP 
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MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

The management plan is aimed at causing minimum damage to heritage 

sites. Built structures such as buildings, kraals, and walls form part of the cultural 

landscape. They can, as in the case of Uitsig, yield information regarding early 

farming life. The separation of, and architectural difference in, farm owner’s and 

farm labourer’s houses, is typical of the colonial period. These should not be 

destroyed, but preserved. Similarly, the artefacts associated with the various 

buildings can be equally informative. It is for this reason that all built structures 

should be avoided when creating access roads.  

 

Construction activity may expose 19th and early 20th century rubbish middens. 

Some of the potential areas have been highlighted in the report, and these may 

require test pit excavations if effected by access roads and/or electrical cables. 

 

There may be a few exceptions and these will be site specific. The outer 

walling at Bergplaas is not as important as the main buildings. These could be 

‘moved’ for access road construction, and then replaced after the construction 

phase. The original boundary markers for the various farms are stone stelae 

(fig.51). These occur all over the study area and were not individually noted. 

These could be moved for an access road, if they are replaced in the same 

position after the construction phase. The stelae at Uitsig would be a prime 

example.  

 

Only three rock art sites were noted in the survey. These sites may not be 

damaged in any way. This would include ensuring that the overhangs are not 

weakened by drilling and blasting activity. 

 

Stone tool scatters occur all over the study area. A few were noted for having 

a higher concentration of stone tools. These open scatters would not increase the 

existing knowledge of stone tool technology since they are in a secondary 

context and conflated. All of the scatters tend to have the same recurring types of 

artefacts that have been reported elsewhere. Garth Sampson’s work in shelters 
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the Seacow area has provided a good sequence of the last few millennia. 

UMZ024 has some archaeological deposit but this will not be affected. UMZ015 

would need quantitative analyses if it were to be effected by the access road. 

 

Cemeteries may not be affected in any manner. If an access road occurs 

near UMZ021, it would be good gesture by InnoWind to rehabilitate the erosion 

gully that is currently undermined these graves, as part of the general 

rehabilitation program.  

 

The visual impact of a wind turbine on a specific area, or site, is always 

difficult to determine. The turbines would probably be visible from various 

historical buildings; however, they will be in the distance, and most of the times 

more than 1km away. A direct negative visual impact is thus low. Only UMZ024 

will have three turbines in its view, and these will be on the mountains opposite 

the site. I do not believe this will have a negative impact on the rock art sites, nor 

on any of the historical buildings nor cultural landscape. No management plan 

will be required for the visual impact aspect. 

‘ 

All sites and features within the site need to be demarcated if they fall within a 

5om of and construction footprint. Demarcation can be in the form of temporary 

fencing with appropriate warning signs. There should be a 20m buffer between 

the feature/site and the development. A competent heritage practitioner should 

undertake demarcation. No construction activity should be allowed unless proof 

of demarcation is given to ECHPRA. 

 

All sites that are to be affected will require a destruction permit from 

ECPHRA. Permits may take some time to be issued and thus the application 

needs to be done well in advance of the construction phase. 

 

The site-specific management plan is summarised in Table 3. 
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The access roads and electric cable alignments were not finalised by the time 

of the survey and report. These alignments can be viewed at a desktop level 

once finalised to determine their impact. 

 

TABLE 3: SITE SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

Name Description Significance Requires 

Mitigation 

If Affected 

Type of mitigation 

Bergplaas Farm buildings To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction 

Boshoek Farm buildings To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction 

Dam wall Historical walling All are Low yes Photograph and map 

Driekop Farm buildings To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction 

h8 Kraal at base of hill – 

not surveyed 

low yes Map and photograph 

h9 Kraal at base of hill – 

not surveyed 

low yes Map and photograph 

k2 Kraal at base of hill – 

not surveyed 

low yes Map and photograph 

k3 Kraal at base of hill – 

not surveyed 

low yes Map and photograph 

k4 Kraal at base of hill – 

not surveyed 

low yes Map and photograph 

KRAAL Leeuhoek low yes Demarcate with 20m 

buffer 

Leeuhoek Leeuhoek farm 

buildings 

To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction 

Rietpoort Rietpoort farm 

buildings of various 

age 

   

SAM1 Knapping Site 

Recorded by Garth 

Sampson – noted en 

route to the site 

Medium Yes Sample and quantitative 

analysis 

Skerpioenkraal Farm buildings – not 

surveyed 

To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Monitoring during 

construction and possible 

excavations 

Uitzicht farm 

complex 

Uitzicht farm 

buildings 

To be assessed by 

architect-historian. 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Monitoring during 
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Name Description Significance Requires 

Mitigation 

If Affected 

Type of mitigation 

Medium archaeological 

significance 

construction and possible 

excavations 

UMZ001 Stone walling Low Yes Photograph and map 

UMZ002 Retaining wall Low Yes Photograph and map 

UMZ003 Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map 

UMZ004 Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ005 ESA, MSA, LSA 

scatter 

Low No Permit 

UMZ006 LSA scatter Low No Permit 

UMZ007 Stone walling around 

a river 

Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ007 Stone walling around 

a river 

Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ008 Shed Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ009 Stone walled kraals Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ010 Low stone walling Low Yes Photograph and map,  

UMZ010A Overhang with rock 

art and deposit 

Medium No Cannot effect 

UMZ011 dam wall Low Yes Photograph and map,  

UMZ012 Rock Art Medium No Cannot effect 

UMZ013 MSA, LSA Stone 

tool scatter 

Low No Permit 

UMZ014 stone tools Low No Permit 

UMZ015 quarry and knapping Low-medium Yes Sample and quantitative 

analyses 

UMZ016 Stone walling - kraals Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ017 stone walling – kraals Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road. 

Possible excavations in 

front of kraal 

UMZ018 LSA tools in erosion Low No Permit 

UMZ019 Stone walling Low Yes Photograph and map,  

UMZ020 Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ020B Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ020C Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ020D Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ021 Cemetery High Yes Move access road; erosion 

gully to be fixed as a 

matter of urgency2 

UMZ022 Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ022B Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

UMZ022C Stone walled kraal Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

                                            

2 Not necessarily by Innowind. 
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Name Description Significance Requires 

Mitigation 

If Affected 

Type of mitigation 

WALL  UMZ07 walling Low Yes Photograph and map, 

move access road 

WALL2 Bergplaas walling Low Yes Photograph and map,  

Walls Bergplaas walling To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction. Monitoring 

during construction and 

possible excavations  

Weltevreden Weltevreden farm 

complex 

To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction. Monitoring 

during construction and 

possible excavations  

Weltevreden 2 Weltevreden 

labourers’ houses 

To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction. Monitoring 

during construction and 

possible excavations  

Wilgefontein Farm buildings To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction. Monitoring 

during construction and 

possible excavations  

Wilgefontein 

farm 

Farm buildings To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction. Monitoring 

during construction and 

possible excavations  

Wilgefontein 

labourers 

Farm buildings To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction. Monitoring 

during construction and 

possible excavations  

Winterhoek Farm buildings To be assessed by 

architect-historian. Low-

medium archaeological 

significance 

Yes No damage to buildings. 

Walling may be moved for 

access road, but needs to 

be rebuilt after 

construction. Monitoring 

during construction and 

possible excavations  
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CONCLUSION 

 

A heritage survey was undertaken for the Umsobomvu Wind Energy Facility, 

located between Noupoort (Northern Cape) and Middelberg (Eastern Cape). A 

total of approximately 80 wind turbines have been proposed for this project. In 

addition to the turbines, access roads, electricity routes, and various buildings will 

be proposed.  

 

A total of 41 heritage sites were noted in the study area from in the desktop 

and field survey. These sites varied from open stone tool scatters, rock art sites 

in small overhangs, and built structures such as farm buildings and kraals. The 

historical buildings were the most frequently occurring heritage sites. Three of 

these early farmsteads have associated cemeteries.  

 

The wind turbines themselves will not impact on any of heritage sites. The 

turbines are located in areas above 1700m asl, and are in the open and thus 

exposed to high winds and lighting. Only one small scatter of stone tools was 

observed at the top of all of the affected mountains. The main area for negative 

impacts will be the access roads to the turbines and electrical servitudes from the 

turbines to the substation. These servitudes have not been finalised by the time 

of the report and will need to be assessed at a later stage. The initial assessment 

can occur at a desktop level as all of the main roads and tracks within the study 

area were covered during the survey. 
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